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Linux Professional Institute (LPI) certified professionals do better at their jobs. 
They’re more likely to get higher paying jobs, advance their career, have more 
choices, flexibility and skills portability. This is no surprise, given LPI that is the global 
certification standard and career support organization for open source professionals.



Linux adoption continues to rise worldwide as individual 
users, government entities and industries ranging from 
automotive to space exploration embrace open source 
technologies. This expansion of open source in enterprise 
is redefining traditional Information and Communication 
Technology (ICT) job roles to require more Linux skills. 
Whether you’re starting your career in open source, or 
looking for advancement, independently verifying your 
skill set can help you stand out to hiring managers or your 
management team.

The Linux Essentials certificate also serves as an ideal 
stepping-stone to the more advanced LPIC Professional 
Certification track for Linux Systems Administrators.

To pass the Linux Essentials certificate you must have an 
understanding of the Linux and open source industry and 
knowledge of the most popular open source applications; 
understand the major components of the Linux operating 
system, and have the technical proficiency to work on the 
Linux command line; and have a basic understanding of 
security and administration related topics such as user 

and group management, working on the command line, 
and permissions.

Exam code: 010-060 (Version 1.6)

Prerequisites: None, anyone can take the exam

Exam format: 40 questions/60 minutes

Validity period: Lifetime

More information: lpi.org/linux-essentials

Show employers that you have the foundational 
skills required for your next job or promotion

According to the Open Source Jobs Report 2020, 81% of 
hiring managers say hiring open source talent is a priority, 
and they are more likely than ever to look for open source 
professionals who hold certifications.

Discover our Learning Materials
Learning is an initiative of the Linux Professional Institute 
(LPI) and supports you in preparing for our Linux and 
open source certifications. With the Learning Materials 
we continuously publish free material for teachers and 
learners. 

More information: learning.lpi.org

lpi.org/linux-essentials
learning.lpi.org


Our exam objectives show you what topics you can expect 
to find on the exams, as well as the relative importance of 
those topics. No matter which study resources you choose 
to prepare for your Linux Professional Institute (LPI) 
exams, reviewing the individual exam objectives should  
be at the core of any study plan.

Take the guesswork out of 
what’s on the exam

It’s hard to find a large studio that doesn’t rely on Linux as 
it’s primary animation and special effects OS.

Hollywood runs on Linux

Linux Essentials 
exam topics

 
1: �The Linux Community  

and a Career in Open Source
2: �Finding Your Way on a Linux 

System
3: The Power of the Command Line
4: The Linux Operating System
5: Security and File Permissions

Why professionals choose careers in open source
- Open Source Jobs Report 2020
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Open source runs everything

I'm passionate about open source

I enjoy the freedom of open source

The collaborative development model

More opportunities to work remote

More job opportunities than other areas of tech

The money and the perks
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For more information on how to get Linux Essentials 
certified, to find training materials and instructors, or to 
purchase an exam voucher, visit lpi.org.

Hiring managers are looking for open source professionals
- Open Source Jobs Report 2020

57% of hiring managers 
stated that hiring certified 
professionals is a priority, up 
significantly from 47% in 2018

81% of hiring managers say 
hiring open source talent is 
a priority

62% of hiring managers are 
more likely to hire someone 
with a certification, up from 
47% in 2018

80% of employers now report 
that they provide online 
training courses for employees 
to learn open source software

56% of hiring managers plan 
to increase their hiring of open 
source professionals in the 
next six months

93% of hiring managers 
report difficulty finding 
sufficient talent with open 
source skills
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View summary of LPI exams

lpi.org/
certifications

Linux Professional Institute (LPI) 
certification doesn’t claim you 
have the skills, it proves them
Verified credentials get you to the top of the resume 
pile and on recruiter hot lists. Best of all, it‘s the 
quickest way through the HR firewall.

LPI‘s vendor-neutral certifications show open 
source software’s versatility. When you pass these 
certifications, you won’t be limited to one particular 
vendor technology, you will be capable of working 

with multiple open source technologies – mirroring  
the environments you will experience on the job. 

Because we provide detailed exam objectives, you  
can spend your time preparing for the exam efficiently. 

LPI has certified professionals worldwide. It’s the 
internationally recognized standard, which means  
you have a recognized skill set that is in demand 
throughout the world, and a career that can  
travel with you.

LPI is a non-profit organization
Linux Professional Institute (LPI) is the global certification 
standard and career support organization for open source 
professionals. With more than 200,000 exam holders, it’s 
the world’s first and largest vendor-neutral Linux and open 
source certification body. LPI has certified professionals in 
over 180 countries, delivers exams in multiple languages, 
and has hundreds of training partners.

Our purpose is to enable economic and creative 
opportunities for everybody by making open source 
knowledge and skills certification universally accessible.

lpi.org
lpi.org/certifications
lpi.org/certifications

